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Club member Troy Collins with a dandy 13.5” pronghorn
buck taken in New Mexico on October 7. Troy was drawn on
his first try for the NM lottery! Looks like he got lucky twice!
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WMU 7F

Buck Take Objective (BTO) = 1.5 bucks harvested per square mile

WMU 7F is centered in northern Onondaga County and also includes portions of Cayuga and Madison County and has
very little public land. The presents a relatively flat landscape. About 35% of the land is farmed and about 40% is
wooded. The unit also has considerable developed areas where management capability is compromised. After a nine
year run in which the buck take exceeded the BTO, the buck take fell to the objective in 2004. The 2005 buck take held
steady at the BTO of 1.5 bucks per square mile, with the total take falling from 4.6 to 3.8. The drop in total take reflects
the large decline in DMPs issued in 2005. While the buck take suggests the units deer population held about steady from
2004 to 2005, other indicators, such as the bow hunter sighting log, suggest the population rose slightly. Deer manage-
ment efforts for 2006 are intended to hold this population at the objective. Permit numbers will be similar to those of
2005, all applicants should receive first permits, but very few will receive second permits. Expect little change in the 2006
buck take.

WMU 7H
BTO = 2.8 bucks harvested per square mile

WMU 7H includes southern Cayuga County and northern Tompkins County and has very little public land. Soils in much
of the unit are well suited to agriculture and almost 50% of the unit is cropland while only about 30% is forested. After
four years being above objective the buck take fell to the BTO (2.8) in 2004 and in 2005 it rose slightly to 2.9 bucks per
square mile. The total take rose from 7.2 to 9.2 in 2005, in large part due to a unexpected DECALS (DEC's automated
licensing system) induced surge in DMPs resulting from an unprecedented number of applicants in the unit. While the
buck take suggests a slight increase in the population, other indicators, such as the bow hunter sighting log, suggest the
population was relatively stable to slightly lower in 2005. In 2006 management efforts are intended to hold the unit's deer
population close to the objective. Permit availability will be decreased slightly to offset the unexpectedly high doe take in
2005. All applicants should receive a first permit and less than half will receive a second permit. Expect a slight decline in
the buck take in 2006.

WMU 7J
BTO = 2.2 bucks harvested per square mile

WMU 7J is centered in southern Onondaga County and also includes portions of Cayuga, Cortland and Madison Coun-
ties and has limited public lands. The presents a rolling landscape on which many of the flatter areas, valleys and hill-
tops, are farmed and the hillsides are wooded. About 45% of the unit is farm land and about 40% is wooded. After a
seven year run with buck takes above the objective, the 2004 buck take (2.1 per square mile) fell below the BTO. In
2005 the buck take (2.4) rebounded back above objective. In 2005 the total take fell from 5.1 to 4.9, due primarily to the
significant reduction in the number of DMPs issued. The buck take and other indicators, such as the bow hunter sighting
log, suggest this deer population rose in 2005. In 2006 deer management permits will be increased seeking to check
growth in the unit. All applicants should receive first permits, and about a third will receive second permits. Expect a
slight increase in the 2006 buck take.

WMU 7M

BTO = 2.5 bucks harvested per square mile *

WMU 7M encompasses nearly all of Chenango County and also includes sizable portions of Cortland and Madison
Counties and small areas of Broome, Onondaga and Oneida Counties. The unit covers 1,658 square miles and includes
an abundance of public lands. The unit presents a rolling and predominately wooded landscape. About 25% of the area
is in farms and about 70% is wooded. After a 4 year slide, the 2005 buck rose from 1.9 to 2.4 bucks per square mile,
very near the newly established BTO*. The total take, despite the absence of DMPs, also rose slightly from 2.8 to 3.0 in
2005. Both the buck and total takes suggest the unit's deer population is on the rise. Other indicators, such as the bow
hunter sighting log, also suggest the population is climbing. Current population indicators coupled with newly established
BTO (see note below) prompts the return of DMPs after 2 years with limited availability. About half of those who apply

(Continued on page 7)
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Where Do Pressured Deer Go?

Have you noticed how all the deer you see while scouting
seem to vanish during hunting season? It's natural to think those
deer have left your area for "more safe" country.

In some cases, that's true. Deer adjacent to posted land are
smart enough to know where the pressure is less and will go
there. But most often, such nearby sanctuaries are not available;
and like you, whitetails don't like to leave their home areas. So
where do they go?

Remember that deer know their home ranges as well as you
know your own house. They know the locations of the nastiest
thickets, the most secret small hollows and the most unapproach-
able rises. They will head to these shelters and not come out until

after dark as long as there is hunting pressure.

While you'll never know your woods as well as
Mr. Buck, you can get to know it better. Find these
deer "bomb shelters" and head there before the

shooting starts.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

The best time to locate these areas is right after
hunting season. The leaves are off the trees, the briars
aren't quite as thick, and you might even have snow to
help see trails and droppings. When you find a small,
secret-looking spot with concentrated droppings and
with trails coming in and out, chances are you've lo-
cated a pressure shelter. Think about the area and
where the most-used hunter accesses are located.

Keeping the wind in mind, set up outside the shelter
area where you expect the deer to be pushed from. Get
to your stand early since the whole idea is to take ad-
vantage of the presence and movement of other hunt-
ers.

(Continued from page 5)

will receive a first permit, with no second permits being avail-
able. Management intent is to prevent any further growth in
the unit's deer population. Expect the 2006 buck take to in-
crease.

*A Citizen Task Force was held for this unit in early 2006 with
the group recommending the units deer population be lowered
about 10%. Impacts on agriculture, forest regeneration and
highway safety were major considerations. The recommenda-
tion results in the unit's BTO being lowered from 3.5 to 2.5.
This change in objective results in a significant shift in man-
agement, from a mode of allowing growth (no DMPs in 2005)
to guarding against further population growth.

For the complete for cast for Region 7 or for a statewide fore-
castgo to
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/deer/deerfore.htm
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Country-style Venison Pot Roast

2 pounds venison, chops or small roast 3 each potatoes, pared and halved
% cup onions, peeled and finely chopped 6 each carrots, cut into chunks

2 cloves garlic, minced 1 tbsp cornstarch

% tsp dried basil, crumbled Y. cup water, cold

Y4 tsp dried thyme Salt and pepper, to taste

1 cup beef broth 2 thsp parsley, chopped

1 small can crushed tomatoes

Place chops or 1” thick sliced roast in a non-stick Dutch oven. Salt and pepper to taste. Bake in a
pre-heated 450 degree oven for 25 minutes, until meat is browned. Drain and discard any fat.

Add onion, garlic, basil, thyme, tomatoes and broth. Cover and simmer over low heat (or bake at 375
degrees) until venison is nearly tender, about ¥2 hour. Add potatoes and carrots. Cover and cook
until vegetables are tender, about 20 minutes.

Remove meat and vegetables to a platter and keep warm. Skim any fat from pan juices and discard.
Mix cornstarch and cold water and stir into simmering pan juices. Cook, stirring until sauce is thick-
ened. Garnish with parsley Serves 4.



