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Otisco Lake Rod & Gun Club 

 
CONSTITUTION AMMENDMENT PROPOSAL :2-8-07 

 
 TO OMIT IN ITS ENTIRETY, AS FOLLOWS:  

 
 ARTICLE IV STANDING COMMITTEES  

 
   SECTION 1. g.) Finance Committee (amended 7/10/03) 

This committee is charged with overseeing the expenditures of the Club. It shall consist of a 
total of 5 members including the President and Treasurer (both ex officio). The 3 other mem-
bers shall be elected at the annual Club meeting and shall serve a term of one year. The 
President shall appoint the chair of this committee from these 3 members. 
 
  This committee shall also create an annual budget for the current fiscal year in time for a 
vote by the general membership no later than two months from the annual meeting. 
 
 This committee shall require that checks written for any non-emergency single expenditure of 
$300.00 or more be signed by both the President and the Treasurer. 
 
 Committees with approved budgets may make a single cash expenditure in excess of 
$150.00 only if first approved by either this committee or the general membership.  
 
 At any general membership meeting any single motion to spend less than 20% of the current 
monies available (monies not yet allocated) may be voted upon by the general membership 
at the time the motion is offered. 
 
 If a single motion is made to spend more than 20% of the monies available that motion will 
be tabled for this committee’s review. This committee must meet within 7 days of the date of 
the original motion proposal to form a recommendation as to whether or not the proposed 
motion is in the best interests of the Club. The Chairperson of this committee must immedi-
ately convey the results of the review to the person proposing the motion. The tabled motion 
may be formally presented at the next general meeting of the membership, discussed and 
voted upon. 

 
   TO CHANGE THE FOLLOWING FROM:  
 

 ARTICLE IV STANDING COMMITTEES  
 

   SECTION 1. d.) Auditing Committee  
The Auditing Committee shall examine the treasurer’s records one month prior to the annual 
elections and approve the same if correct and just. This report is to be submitted at the an-
nual meeting. The committee shall consist of one Trustee and two general members ap-
pointed by the President. 

 
   AND TO READ AS:  
 

ARTICLE IV STANDING COMMITTEES  
 

   SECTION 1. d.) Auditing Committee  
The Auditing Committee shall examine the treasurer’s records five months after the annual 
elections, and then again one month prior to the next annual elections. They shall approve if 
correct and just. This report is to be submitted at the annual meeting. The committee shall 
consist of one Trustee and two general members appointed by the President. 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Hunting Lic ense Report  

State 2004 Paid Licenses  2005 Paid Licenses  Variance  
AZ 182,044 196,706 8.1% 
TN 730,495 775,511 6.2% 
DE 18,480 19,472 5.4% 
SD 232,053 243,123 4.8% 
SC 210,136 220,126 4.8% 
NE 165,952 170,785 2.9% 
NV 58,722 60,385 2.8% 
WA 193,046 197,135 2.1% 
NM 103,968 105,966 1.9% 
AK 98,084 99,954 1.9% 
IL 330,360 336,203 1.8% 

WY 136,839 139,064 1.6% 
ID 250,648 254,678 1.6% 
MD 120,914 122,371 1.2% 
ND 147,240 148,919 1.1% 
LA 277,108 280,167 1.1% 
MS 234,797 236,067 0.5% 
GA* 314,569 314,569 0.0% 
MN 571,581 571,547 0.0% 
OK 341,260 341,213 0.0% 
VA 317,484 317,239 -0.1% 
MT 232,869 231,936 -0.4% 
AR 378,162 375,737 -0.6% 
PA 1,018,664 1,006,293 -1.2% 
WI 722,803 713,610 -1.3% 

National Average Variance -1.4% 
OR 283,327 279,140 -1.5% 
KS 202,274 198,368 -1.9% 
KY 350,544 343,456 -2.0% 
CO 318,971 312,151 -2.1% 
IA 286,607 280,398 -2.2% 
CA 305,962 299,303 -2.2% 
OH 442,214 431,815 -2.4% 
NC 438,172 427,608 -2.4% 
MO 492,500 479,959 -2.5% 
NH 62,587 60,737 -3.0% 
UT 153,501 148,849 -3.0% 
AL 267,354 259,241 -3.0% 
ME 205,600 199,102 -3.2% 
TX 1,073,847 1,039,709 -3.2% 
CT 54,130 52,207 -3.6% 
RI 9,302 8,940 -3.9% 
NJ 86,588 82,566 -4.6% 
MI 832,835 789,244 -5.2% 
HI 8,211 7,775 -5.3% 
VT 86,512 81,265 -6.1% 
WV 254,222 238,355 -6.2% 
IN 303,217 282,261 -6.9% 
FL 175,067 161,273 -7.9% 
NY 627,749 573,970 -8.6% 
MA 69,500 59,016 -15.1% 

Total  14,779,071 14,575,484 -1.4% 

Paid licenses are for one individual, regardless of the number of licenses 
purchased. 

 

 

Hunting License Sales Generate  
Record Conservation Funding 

 

 NEWTOWN, Conn.—A new report shows 25 
states performed better than the national rate 
in sales of hunting licenses, tags and stamps 
in 2005. Nationally, license sales -- the main 
funding mechanism for state conservation 
agencies -- set a new record, topping $723 
million. 
 
 The 2005 figures, just released by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, show total sales rose 
2.8 percent from the previous year, while the 
number of customers slipped 1.4 percent, from 
14.7 million to 14.5 million. 
 
 The total number of U.S. hunters, including 
both licensed and non-licensed, is estimated 
much higher than the 14.5 million acknowl-
edged in the federal report. The National 
Sporting Goods Association calculates 20.6 
million active hunters. The Outdoor Industry 
Association's latest estimate surpasses 26 mil-
lion. And in a new survey commissioned by the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) 
and conducted by independent firm Respon-
sive Management, 19 percent of Americans—
more than 50 million people—said they've 
hunted in the past two years. 
 
 In 2005, 14,575,484 hunters purchased 
35,609,605 different licenses, tags and stamps 
at an average cost of $20.32 each. Total sales 
reached $723,712,681. 
 
 Sales totals have risen steadily in recent 
years, while licensed hunter numbers have 
risen in just two of the past seven years. Fluc-
tuations are tied to fee increases, game popu-
lations, weather and many other factors. How-
ever, since peaking in the mid-1980s, hunting 
participation has been trending downward, 
challenged mostly by loss of land access and 
recreational time. 
 
 NSSF administers or supports a variety of pro-
grams to help offset these challenges. For ex-
ample,  
 
 Highlights include Tennessee, which added 
over 45,000 new hunters for a gain of 6.2 per-
cent. Arizona, South Dakota and South Caro-
lina also enjoyed large increases in numbers of 
licensed hunters.  
 
 At the other end of the spectrum are New 
York, Michigan, Texas, Indiana and West Vir-
ginia. Together these five states documented 
168,331 fewer license buyers, a number repre-
senting 83 percent of the total decline nation-
ally. 
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As I write this, I'm hunting coyotes in southeastern Wyoming with Eddie Stevenson, 
PR Manager for Remington Arms, Greg Dennison, who is senior research engineer for 
Remington, and several writers. We're testing Remington's brand new .17 cal Spitfire 
bullet on coyotes. 
 
 I must be living in a vacuum. The guides on our hunt tell me that the use of AR and 
AK rifles have a rapidly growing following among hunters, especially prairie dog hunt-
ers. I had no clue. Only once in my life have I ever seen anyone using one of these 
firearms. 
 
 I call them "assault" rifles, which may upset some people. Excuse me, maybe I'm a 
traditionalist, but I see no place for these weapons among our hunting fraternity. I'll go 
so far as to call them "terrorist" rifles. They tell me that some companies are producing 
assault rifles that are "tackdrivers." 
 
 Sorry, folks, in my humble opinion, these things have no place in hunting. We don't need to be lumped into the group 
of people who terrorize the world with them, which is an obvious concern. I've always been comfortable with the 
statement that hunters don't use assault rifles. We've always been proud of our "sporting firearms." 
 
 This really has me concerned. As hunters, we don't need the image of walking around the woods carrying one of 
these weapons. To most of the public, an assault rifle is a terrifying thing. Let's divorce ourselves from them. I say 
game departments should ban them from the prairies and woods.  
 
 &���

��'���������)
�����
�
 Outdoor Life magazine Editor-in-Chief Todd Smith released the following statement regarding writer Jim Zumbo:  

 
 In light of comments made by Jim Zumbo in his February 16, 2007 blog posting on the 
magazine’s website, Mr. Zumbo has offered to terminate his association with Outdoor Life, 
and the magazine has accepted his offer. Accordingly, he will no longer be contributing to 
the magazine in print or online. His final column with Outdoor Life will appear in the April 
2007 issue, which has already gone to press.  
 
 We respect Mr. Zumbo's First Amendment right to free speech, and we acknowledge his 
subsequent apology and admission of error. However, Outdoor Life has always been, and 
will always be, a steadfast supporter of all aspects of the shooting sports and our Second 
Amendment rights, which do not make distinctions based on the appearance of the fire-
arms we choose to own, shoot or hunt with.  
 
 We regret this turn of events, as Mr. Zumbo has been a good friend to this magazine and 

lifelong advocate for hunters and hunting rights.  
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The impressive lake effect snows recently in several 
towns east of Lake Ontario have generated numerous 
inquiries as to the potential impact on the local deer herd.  
While we cannot yet gauge the impact of this storm on 
the deer herd, what we know about deer biology and be-
havior can help us understand how deer cope with se-
vere winter conditions. 

 

Undoubtedly, the rapid build up of snow from recent storms was unusual.  
However, lake effect snows in these areas are the norm, and deer com-
monly face deep snows elsewhere in New York and throughout northern 
North America. In areas of New York where deep winter snow is typical, 
such as the Tug Hill, Adirondack and Catskill Mountains, deer annually mi-
grate to winter ranges that provide greater shelter.  These "winter yards" 
are usually within dense conifer forests of low elevation, and deer may 
move several miles to reach these areas.  The conifer forest provides the 
deer several advantages: (1) snow depths on the forest floor are usually 
much shallower than in nearby hardwood forests, (2) the snow consolidates 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SALT CITY LONGSPURS CHAPTER 
NATIONAL WILD TURKEY FEDERATION  

19th ANNUAL HUNTING HERITAGE BANQUET 
 

Friday April 6 th, 2007 
 

Location:  Spinning Wheel Restaurant - 7384 Thompson Rd. (North of old Airbase) North Syracuse 
Time:  Doors open at 6:00 PM, 7:30 Dinner 

 

The Salt City Longspurs (formerly CNY) Chapter invites you to our 19th Annual Hunting Heritage Banquet . As always 
we have some tremendous items to be auctioned; fine artwork, guns, outdoor equipment, raffles, and more. A buffet 
style dinner will be offered, with a cash bar. We are offering a special package to those who sign up as Sponsor  mem-
bers. For tickets and information call Nick  @ 463-5545 or 481-7732, or email sclnwtf@earthlink.net .  
  

Salt City Longspurs Chapter’s “Early Bird“ Specials *Tickets must be paid for by 4/1/07 !!! 
**Your raffle tickets and hat will be waiting for y ou at the door or at the Sponsor table!! 

 
We are limited to seating 150 people. Act now, tick ets will be going fast!! 

 
Gun winners need to pass "NICS" background check an d comply with all BATF regulations, and firearm law s. 

Guns can be picked up after  the banquet at Durant’s Gun Closet , 3719 Slate Hill Rd., Marcellus, NY.  
 

Regular Members  
 

$50 Single (Includes dinner and membership) 

$70 Couple (Includes two dinners and one membership ) 

$20 Meal Only (for current NWTF members) 

   
Sponsor Members  (Early-Bird)  

 

$245 (Includes one dinner, Sponsor membership, Spon sor’s only NWTF Knife w/ sheath and Sponsor Gift - 
Leather brief case w/ walking turkey logo. Plus, $5 00 in Sportsman Raffle Tickets, Sponsors only gun 
drawing, sponsor ribbon, sponsor pin and decal) 

 
 **NEW** Early Bird Sportsman Raffle  

 
 $60 for $180 worth of Sportsman Raffle Tickets 
 

$100 for $300 Dollars worth of Sportsman Raffle tic kets and raffle cap or choice 
 

$130 for $400 worth of Sportsman Raffle Tickets, Sh eath Knife and raffle cap or choice **Only 40 to be sold!**  
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quicker in conifer forests making travel easier, (3) wind speed is dramatically less in confer forests than in open hard-
wood forests, and (4) temperature fluctuations are moderated. The compromise is that winter yards usually provide very 
poor food resources, and so deer are forced to survive on their stored fat reserves. 
 

In areas of New York where deep snows are less common or less persistent, deer may move to temporary winter yards 
during only the most severe winters.  However, the distances moved are usually much less, and the deer may occupy 
the winter yards only for short periods of time.  These winter yards may simply be south-facing slopes, sheltered valleys 
or small patches of conifer cover.  
 

Movement of deer to the winter yards is typically triggered by increasing snow depth and may occur over several days or 
very rapidly.  In fact, using radio telemetry equipment, I have witnessed deer move more than 10 miles in a single night 
to reach their winter yard when the snow started falling heavily. 
 

Because food is limited in the winter yards, deer do better when they don't have to spend as much time there.  The late 
start to winter in many areas of the State this year gave deer additional time to store fat in preparation for winter.  This is 
especially beneficial for fawns that are still growing and unable to put on as much fat as adults and for adult bucks recov-
ering from the rut.  During a typical winter, most deer that migrate in New York tend to do so by mid-late December.  This 
year, despite the relatively light snowfall in early winter, most deer likely moved toward the vicinity of their winter yards 
by mid-January and so were probably well poised to receive the storms in February. 
 

Occasionally, deer will not migrate to winter yards, even in the Tug Hill and Central Adirondacks, if they have moderate 
cover available and a good food resource (timber harvest with lots of tree tops on the ground or ornamental plants and 
birdfeeders in a residential setting).  If any deer in the hardest hit bands of lake effect had not moved to winter yards and 
were caught in a poor cover situation, they would be very vulnerable.  However, as I mentioned previously, deer can 
move to winter grounds rapidly.  
 

With the recent storms in New York, initial snow accumulations were dramatic, but rapid settling of fluffy lake effect snow 
quickly reduces actual snow depths.  It is certainly a tough go for deer right now, but duration of deep snows will be the 
critical factor for deer survival.  We've often considered >40 days of snow depth exceeding 20", or >60 days exceeding 
15" to be the point at which loss starts to mount.  If strong winter conditions persist through March, we can expect some 
significant loss in the areas hardest hit.  However, if the duration of deep snow is relatively short due to warming or set-
tling, deer in good shape from the mild early conditions should be able to lay low and work off of fat reserves.  By early 
April, if snow depths allow, many deer will start to move toward summer range and once again have decent food avail-
able  
 

It is a bit early to judge what impact recent storms and this winter overall will have on deer survival.  At this point, we just 
need to see how the rest of the season plays out.  
 

Jeremy Hurst, Big Game Biologist - NYSDEC 

(Continued from page 8) 
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New York State Assembly  

New York State Senate  

Hon. Sheldon Silver (Dist. 64) 
Assembly Speaker 
250 Broadway 23rd. Floor 
New York, N.Y.  10007  
(212) 312-1420 / Fax 312-1418 
speaker@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. William Magnarelli (Dist. 120) 
State Office Building Room 594 
333 East Washington St. 
Syracuse, N.Y.  13202 
(315) 428-9651 / Fax 428-1279 
magnarw@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. Brian Kolb (Dist. 129) 
607 W. Wahington St. 
Suite 2 
Geneva, NY 14456 
(315) 781-2030 
kolbb@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. Joan K. Christensen (Dist. 119) 
4317 East Genesee St. Rm 103 
Syracuse, N.Y.  13214 
(315) 449-9536 / Fax 449-0712 
christj@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. William Barclay (Dist. 124) 
200 N. Second St. 
Fulton, NY 13069 
(315) 598-5185 
barclaw@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. Albert A. Stirpe Jr. (Dist. 121) 
Room 200 
201 South Main Street 
North Syracuse, NY 13212 
315-452-1115 
stirpea@assembly.state.ny.us  

Hon. Joseph L. Bruno (Dist. 43) 
Senate Majority Leader 
State Office Building Room 801 
368 Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.  12866 
(518) 583-1001 / Fax 583-4458 
bruno@senate.state.ny.us  

Hon. David J. Valesky (Dist. 49) 
805 State Office Building 
333 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
Phone: (315) 478-8745/ Fax: (315) 474-3804 
valesky@senate.state.ny.us  

Hon. John DeFrancisco (Dist.50) 
State Office Building Room 804  

333 East Washington St.                       
Syracuse, N.Y.  13202          

(315) 428-7632 / Fax 472-4157  
jdefranc@senate.state.ny.us    

 
 

Governor  
 

Gov. Eliot Spitzer 
State Capitol 

Albany, NY 12224  
518-474-8390 

http://www.state.ny.us/governor/contact/index.html  
click “contact the governor ” 
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OTISCO LAKE ROD AND GUN CLUB 
P.O. Box 68 

  Marietta, N.Y. 13110 

����������	�
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In a mixing bowl combine 1 cup of flour with 1 tablespoon of pepper and 1 teaspoon of salt and mix. 
Take the cubed meat and add to the flour. Cover the meat thoroughly with the flour. Take a frying 
pan and add vegetable oil; heat on medium. Take the floured meat and cook in frying pan until all 
sides are browned. Next take a large pot, add 2 cups of water with beef base, garlic and dried herbs 
and heat on low. Once the base dissolves add the browned meat, beef stock, puree dissolved with 
¼ cup water, Guinness and stir. Add the celery and onions. Heat for 2 hours covered, stirring occa-
sionally. After 2 to 2 ½ hours add the rest of the vegetables and stir. Simmer ½ hour. To thicken 
stew, take a tablespoon or two of cornstarch and mix with ¼ cup of cold water and add to the stew.  

 

 
12 oz. Guinness Stout 
2-3 lbs. cubed venison or beef 
4 potatoes, large diced 
3 onions, large diced 
4 carrots, large diced 
3 celery stalks, chopped 
2 tbsp fresh minced garlic 
1 tsp dried thyme 
1 tsp dried rosemary  

1 tbsp dried parsley 
1 tbsp pepper 
1 tsp salt 
2 tbsp tomato puree  
2 cups beef stock 
2 tbsp beef base 
1 cup flour 
3 tbsp vegetable oil 
2 ¼ cups water 

 


